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Don't worry, Kanye is no currently in the news as of this writing. But the question of Kanye, who has certainly 
made name for himself in the age of Trump should not wane from the minds of those who wish to understand 
the question of the Uncle Tom. That term was typically a derogatory term used by blacks towards other 
blacks who either were seen as race traitors or gave cover for what blacks saw as despicable racism on the 
part of Whites. Georgetown University professor Michael Eric Dyson criticized Kanye for joining Trump in the 
Oval Office, while offering to invite Colin Kaepernick there. 


Melber later asked Dyson about Kanye dismissing Trump’s history of racism, causing the author to 
essentially call West a puppet. “This is white supremacy by ventriloquism,” he declared. “A black 
mouth is moving, but white racist ideals are — are flowing from Kanye West’s mouth. Kanye West is 
engaging in one of the most nefarious practices yet, a black body and brain are the warehouse for the 
articulation and expression of anti-black sentiment that have been chin checked by people with far 
more rigorous credentials.” 
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One can dismiss Dyson as a deluded nitwit and Kanye as a bipolar narcissist, but in order to properly 
understand the racial dynamic at play, one has to take this concept seriously that Dyson lays out. What 
Dyson is putting forward is a more articulate version of the Uncle Tom, but more than that actually. There is 
incidentally also a psychological phenomenon known as Uncle Tom Syndrome. 


It refers to a coping skill where individuals use passivity and submissiveness when confronted with a 
threat, leading to subservient behaviour and appeasement, while concealing their true thoughts and 
feelings. 


The left has long accused conservatives of using token blacks to prove that they are not racist. The left 
claims that since right-wing policies are not only unhelpful to blacks but in many cases positively detrimental, 
such as cutting welfare or tough-on-crime policing, the right uses certain blacks they can pay off in order to 
get blacks to vote against their clear interest. Republicans use this trick as well for Whites, dangling the 
carrot of meaningless culture wars, Alabama abortion bills, wars against Iran and opposition to wokeness 
while stabbing them in the back with exploitative capitalism. Dyson is simply making the case for identity 
politics, that because he believes blacks have a history of being oppressed, those blacks who’ve been 
fortunate enough to climb the ladder of success, like Kanye, need to use their platform to help the black 
community, not run cover for a White Supremacist like Trump. Now, Trump is no White Supremacist, but then 
again, the left is not stupid. They know and understand that the angst Trump tapped into during the 2016 
campaign was one of White irritation at the browning of American and increasing wokeness of the culture. If 
Trump were an actual ideologue and politician by trade, unimpeded by Republicanism, his presidency 
could've rightly been called proto-fascist of sorts. 


Dyson is mad at Kanye for using his platform as a powerful black man to run cover for a racist like Trump, 
and in a way he is right. Kanye is a traitor to his race and is no using the power of identity politics to oppose 
Whites. Now Dyson is not nearly radical enough to say that outright; he has to live in a country filled with 
White people after all. But Dyson is an academic; he’s playing the long game. He knows in this increasingly 
diverse country, White racial consciousness is going to rise inevitably. He just doesn’t want Kanye to 
encourage it is all. And why? Because it threats the rising power of the coalition of diversity. This is all just 
racial conflict in a diverse society. 
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